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Abstract

In this paper, through analyzing the plan, positions and functions of the architecture located at the backside of stage
building in Greek and Roman theaters (ca, 140 examples), the following results are gained. At the backside of it in more
than half examples there is so-called open space, especially the closed open space by porticos and walls.  Furthermore,
quadriporticus are used in the two-third examples of the closed open space. It is highly probable that the closed open space
would be constructed at the backside of stage building at least between the end of second century B.C. and the beginning of
first century B.C. in the Central Italy. In the first half of first century B.C, it is certain that the quadriporticus post
scaeneam was began around Rome, and until the Augustan period it was established as a building type and diffused in the
Ancient Mediterranean World.  And so, we know that the description of Vitruvius on the porticus at the backside of the
theater is based on general manner at the age.  In the Imperial age the open space at the backside of stage building did not
usually functioned as sanctuary, agora and forum expect some examples in Asia Minor, whereas until the Hellenistic period
the theaters were sometimes faced to sanctuaries and agoras. The backside of stage building faced directly on the street is
constantly constructed through the Hellenistic and Roman period.
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